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Rohani in 1986: West too soft on Khomeini
M'W-Muh pisce features revelations regarding true colors
of Iran's elusive presidant-elect
Ron Ben Yishal

On August 30, 1986, a secret meeting \ook place in Paris between Amiram Nir.
the counterterrorism advisor to the lsraci prime minister, and Dr. Hasean
Fohan, then doputy head of Iranian parliament and the secretary of the

i country's national security commitiee.

Eight years later, Yedioth Ahronoth military pundit Ron Ben Yishai published
the transcript of the conversation, which has suddenly grown in relevanse in
view of Rohani's election to iranian presidency. It sees the president-elect =
‘canny politician willing to tell everyone just what they want to hear to achieve
his goals. What follows s the full piece from 1924,

UF'HIM Rohani s a very canny, Past Tragedy
clever man, Ctherwise ifs impossible to - : =

comprahand how be gol where he did gﬁmﬁ“;ﬁ:f‘ Rohani's dark secret |
without being a cleric. Hu's flie genersl _

secrotary of the Higher Commifieefor | hate your govemment, 1SS, corruptian,
.m&ww and deputy roligion,’ rm“;m ;;“t_:liﬁhad in London by
] Head of Padisment. He ie among the exlled pundil, while domestic press attributed
| very few whose standing actual by tragedy to romantic misadventure

Improve since Ayatoliah Knomeini | ol e

Very few oltside lran know anything about nim. He is careful to remain benind the: j
e e e e ™
Refsanjeni needs someane 1o camy out 8 sensilive Giplomatc mission or fix ar g
securty fssue, Rohani ishisman. omatic mission or fix ar urgent

----- Washingion's biacklis! of states thal suport temor,
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Iranian prns'ter-.cy (Photo: AP)

Rohani after his slection 1o
These words of sacrilege wesa dtterad by Robani abaut eight years ago, on August 30,
1986, In & meeting bewween nim and ihefale Amiram Mir, who then was the

couniereronsm -;uwse:r {o the izrael primeminlster, The factof the meslng was naver
repored, Present at the meeting at & Parisian holel together with: Mir and Rohani, wWas one
Manucher Ghorbaniar, @ prominent iranian anms desler living In Eurape. Ghorbanifars
record- inciuded brokering 2 few weapons-for-hosianes deale invalving lzrasl and the US
ttie most high-grofile of those wacs the |ran=Cantra Afalr of lrangate, which saw

arcusations that the Reagan Adminisiration secretly faciliated tne sale of arms to ran = the
subject of anarms embargo undar the LIS Arms Export Gontrol Act (AECA)

Ghorbantfar had excellent contacts with the lranian leadership and had no trouble
organizing 8 secre gathering at Nir's request. These ware the daye when the US-lsrael-lran
triangle reached a deadlock and the Amencans |ost faith in Ghorbanifar and were |eoking
for afternstive contacis for talks-with the Ayatoliahs

Yel the wily Ghorbenilar was no guitter; he krow Mirsinterast in the Irangate case had less
{0 do with his desire to set Amenican orisoner free, but rather lay in the stratagic aspect. Nir
was & firm ballever in reinstating the strateglc ties between the US, Israsl and Isn and o
reverse things 1o how ihey were during the Shah rue.

In ordes to achieve that he knew he must assist Iranien moderates establish g strong
underground, wiich will eventually overthrow the rule of the Ayatollahs. Ghorbanifar knew
about Hehani then what most still don't krow about him to this day. Because of thal, and (o
prove his own worth as a broker, he propossd (o arrange & meshing between ine Two.

Rohani was then the Iranian deputy chiair of pariameant, and Rafsanjani's naht hand man;
he came to Pars as the head of & diplomatic delegation. Yel at Ghorbaniiar's request he
remained in Pans for 2 few additional days 1o meet Nir. There was never @ grea risk from
the lerael| perspective, as Ghorbanitar never ol the lranians Mir was israell Rohani was
{old he was 2 White House nalional securily official, He was also made 1o beliave that
*hoss™ Rafsanjani agproves of the rendezvous with “the American official” hoping thet 2
rapprochement with the LS would speli renewsal of weapans supplies, of which Iran, amid
armed conflict with nelghboring Irag, was badly in need.

Nir came o the meeting &guipped not anly wiih an Americen ldenlity, but with 2 microtape
for resording the conversation Ghorbanifar opened (ha meating, saying in English |
inxptsined (0 Dr Rahani thal you're from the White House, 8 special envoy 1o 1he Middie
Easl, ond he's happy to mest you."

‘Nir said 'plm& tsl Cr _ﬁuhani | greatly appraciale his willingness 1o prolang his stay al
FParis 10 serve the interests of bolh sides. | thank Bim;, Beith in my neme and in the names of
my superiors, for his posilions and his targeress of spint -

Hﬂhlﬂ. “ mﬁmﬁ English, yet unfortunately can't speak it Thus Ghorbaniiar wiil
trensiate what | 82y, Pleasa, treat this meeting ae a private matter, Very private. 'm not

 spaaking for my govemnment. This convention is against all logie. Yel, becauss | balleve in

Ghorbanifar, | egreed Lo mea! vwith you | hope it will belp.

"1 fomi very unicomforiable over invem Khameini's extremist speech yesterday,” Roharni
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Rohani in 1986: West too soft on Khomeini

1854 Yedioth Ahronoth piece features revelations
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Les autres acteurs

M. OLIVER NORTH : e plus célébre des * cow-boys *

| Ancien diecteur adjointdu deparlement poliica-militaire au Consell natonal de secunte, le
ligutenant-colonel North est le plus célebre des = cow-bioys * de Ia Maison Blanchie. Officieliement,
v 5 u‘ﬂa pu‘uﬂeaﬁdn du rapport Towet " la seule personne ;:rﬁmément au courant " de
25 venies d'ammes 8 Iran et de I'aide aux " contras plosraguayens Chetgé
?a ym; dossiers du Iermﬂsrne etde |Amergue fatine cet andien du
981 de tous les coups.

pmrl{nipet’lu préparation de lntervention & is Grenade et du mnage 0es pors au

la thche de la chasse aux responsables de l'attental qui avall, en
]ﬂin il;_ﬂr.h! cent quaranie elun ~marines " a Beyrautn, It met
pathmmumum mﬂﬂﬁ&tnu mmmmm
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~ When Rouhani Met Ollie North

I .. and strung the White House along to get more weapens

BY SHANEHARKIS  SEPTEMBER 26,2017 [ISHANEHARRIS  ESHANEHARRIS

|, | Hazan Roibhani, a 37-vear-old senior foreipn atfais advisor in the lranian governinent, and his

ry's future president, sat with a delegation of White House officials on the top floor of wiu wis

1 hotel {n Tehran, It was May 27, 1986, and Rouhani had come to secredly broker a deal

i k- o

|*|I The US. tean ible p s to persitade Irunian leaders to assistin the releass of Americar

e R

atcolona! named OHver MNorth,
i,
S



FR2NE Wihen Foutas Met Cllig Norir | Forsigh Polity

“By solying this problem we strengthen you in the White House.” Rouhanl rold Norrh and his

colleagues. "mw_;ﬁrﬂnﬂsed. wewillmake every effors”

“Rutit wﬂlﬂﬁ-nﬂt gome withott cost Roubant and his cobort. L group of lower-ievel uncrionariesinthe

mw;MmE the convetsation back Lo the sibiect of weapons. The Amerjeanshad pledged to
have a plane full of missite parts on fts way to Tehran within 10 hours of the hostages’ release. The
Haniﬂn’sm‘tﬂl the missiles first, When it was cledr that wouldn't happen, they offered to heip secure

the_-reﬁas;nf:wq-.hmmges and said thar after further nepotiations they'd try for two more.

Rouhani did believe in the hroader mission. "You did @ great job coming here, given the state af
rﬂh@ﬂﬁibﬂﬂbﬁm" Rouhani told the Americans. He thought they could starr to work together,

thnlgﬁﬁ?it'.wﬁi&:bﬂ_siqwgqi,ng:'ﬁ'wmmﬂ he surprised if fittle problems did not come up. Thereis a

saying: Fatience will bring vou vietory — they are old friend. Without patience, we won't reacis

ns must understanid this.

over missiles frustrated the Americans. North had handled all the logistics for the.

ing the arms sales. Bur the higher steategy was led hg-'Reag_an.'.r,. former

"Bud” McFarlane. Freeing the hostages was & priority, but McFarlane
o it e called the " pliialdevelopment” it Tt







w15 Wihen R ouhae Mot CHiie Mo | Foreion Pality

The Americans and the lranians bonded most strongly over their mutual foe, the Soviet Union.

‘Although the USSR {iad formally recognized lran's revolutionary govemment in 1979, the relationship
rurned toxic when the Soviets began supplying arms o Tran’s archenemy, lrag. The Ayatollah

Ruholiah Xhomeini had also judged the communist regime incompatible with slam.

Teicher gave Rouhani a summary of the Soviet military threat to Iran — the number of divisions that
were able to strike the country, the frequency of eross-border strikes from Afghanistan into lran. Noreh
said the Soviets would try to expose the secret talks between Rouhani and the White House, and he
xﬂgg&iﬁed tiiat the twa sides install a sectire communications line. (Unbeknownst 1o Iran, the Reagan

was running ite own secret interactions with 1rag. The-hmiﬁms-mm*haq:uﬁﬂl

s “m ons g.__'g.gﬁmu Iranian troops but did nothing to alert Tehran, This: subimm apparentiy

never discussed in the meetings.)

e




I
_ \When Fiouhan Mk Dillle Nt | Forsion Puiicy

t to lose the diplomatic momentu. North

Tisis is what the Americans had wanted, but they didn't wan
lane to talk face 0 face with Iran’s speaker, prime minister, and president. Rouhani said

i '“Mmm_m&ﬂi}ébﬁhﬂﬁgeﬁ*wth MeFarlane and your feaders?” North asked.

"&*&ﬁmﬂmm&z this will be conveyesd,! Rouhani said, adding that after the U.5. hostages were free

lﬁ:ﬂmmﬂmrﬂqmpnmm had been delivered, mshere will need o be more positive greps.” Later. he

ople for such a change. Step by step. We need to prepare the natiorn.

b nddad,"WEhWEm prepare the pe
VDl Are serious about

I
.' I Wmmmm to pass. McFarlane spoke privately with Rouhani the next day. "liwas &
'1 useful meeting on the whale," he cabied back to Poindexter. "I made it ciear that regarding Iran we




wmrl Frotian M Cilie Beorth Foesgn Fidicy

Tieaded for the airport. As they baarded their plane, an Irpnian official pleaded with

ﬂ_ﬂﬂfm:ﬂua leaving?

Ao

McFarlane said the Iranians bad Tailed to honor their commitment ~This Jck of trust will endure for &

G time. An important opporTunity was lost here”

The plane Jeft Tehran shartly befors© &.m

Jorth mhlﬁm!hltﬂchﬂmz felr dafearad. He wanted 1o bolster MeFarlane's spiris. So when the

in Tel Aviv to refuel, North told McFarlane 2 secrey: Altwaenot Ipst. The prioT anms sale
in an nmexpactad profit. North and his colleaguesat the Whire House hid secretly

i the money o the Contra guerrill forees in Nicarietia who were fightiug e overthrow the
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Nj {[FYQU THREATEN HIM WITH MILITA
uhani unwittingly told
‘agent how to deal with

aY¥ FOROE. HEWLL XISS




.3@15 \hver Roabar urmingly ol an isrsel| gt how LY. = with tran | The Times of mra
Iran

Enter Israel The US would send missiles 1o Iran via Isragl, which viewed lrag as @ more natural
enemy at the time. and Iran, in wrm, would deliver the seven US citizens back (o the Americans.
That was the plan, and it may have worked, had certain elements on the National Security Council
staff not decided to funnel the money back to the ant-commurist Nicaraguan forces known 2s the
Contras — Congress had passed & law in 1682 barring US funding for actions designed 1o
overthrow the government of Nicaragua — and had the franians actually kept their waord.

= e of more than a vear, the US shipped over 500 TOW missiies via Israel 10
| Europe and from there to Iran, along with 150 Hawk surface-to-air missiles and 200 air-to-air

i Sidewinders, and received littie of what was promised in return, Khomeinis Iran delivered $2.6

| million but, absent a credibie military threat, and pernaps wary of engagement with the Americans,
f the regime held on to its strategic asset at the time — most of the humans inits pmmaasipn.;.-f: '
“and 2 former member of the Republican (3uzrd. later executed by the regime, leaked the story 1o

- the Lebanese press.

Instead, over the cours

westing between Rouhani and Nir took place on August 30, 1985, mmmm
‘story was broken in a Lebanese newspaper. Rouhani was deputy chairman of the.
the time and the right-hand man of the de facto commander of the war, All Akbar b :
nt offran and “the former major-dormo of political clerics.” Rouk

...............
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‘Rouhani then took a step back and explained that this was tHe official ling, the one he had to
parrot. ﬁtsﬁmﬂd be clear to you that what | have just said |s what Rafsanjani demands that | say,
IfI'don't do 50— Il be crushed ! He explained that he was surrounded by gJards" jnd that the
"ﬁﬁ&im clerics, such as Khomeinl's son Ahmad. were |eading the country. "You need to
mem you are dealing with. he cautioned. Then he added; "All of the moderales in my cauntry
ki ""éluﬂfél athin rope. We can't come meet with you every week, Oreven every month.
pare for true cooperation with you. But fi rstyou musthelp us prcmo‘e 1.|‘|E' true Islam
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nched into an explanation about the nature of Ruhallah Khomeini's rule. “If we analyze

: er, we will see that if someone strong stands opposite him. he will retreat 100
and someone weak faces him, he will advance 100 steps. Unfortunatsly,
en approach. You have been soft to him. Had you been tougher, your '
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i sald "a bock could be writer about that.” but advised that Ine best option was for him to
Tehran and talk to those surrounding Ayatoliah Hosein-All Montazeri and get back to Nir

J..

| uﬂum Montazer. then tne front-runner to mharit the position of supreme leader from
|] i homeini, was tritical of the Iran-irag War and & strong supparier, of a more eguitable and
H‘ﬂaﬂlﬁ. Hﬂm sought tn promate his candidacy Ben-Yishai wrote, and that was
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Ronen Bergman

From Wikipedid, the free encyclopedia

ne all COTe e l.- I-| 1 I

Ronen Bergman (Hebrew: ma 3 bormn June 16, 1972)15an

jsrach investigative journalist and author He is a senior political
% . o | B

gnd militasy analvst {or Yediow dhronath " Israel s largest-

circulation daly

Bergman has wrilten Tor Tae Mew York Times, the Wall Street
Journal, Foretgn Affoirs, and Newsweek in the United States, and
for The Times, The Guardian, the Frankfurier Allgemeine Zertung.
and the Sueddentsche Zemtung i Europe. He 15 aiso imterviewed

. frequently by the media i the United States and Europe. and his

+  work isoften quoted 1n Middle Eastern newspapers 1n Arabic and

Persian

He has pubhished four hooks m Hebrew, which were all well
received. and which topped Israel non-fiction best-seller hsts: His
hooks cover corruption in the Palestiman Authority, the 1973 Yom
. Kippur War, the Iraman nuclear project, and lsracli POW3s and

l MIAs
1 Atranslation of his third book. The Secrer War with Jran, was published by Simon & Schuster in 2008 °
4 book appeared in the Boston Globe's recommended reading list for summer 2009,

shmdad ol 4 e

Ronen Bergman, 2013

: ~ He is a regular co-anchor of a daytime news and current affairs magazine on Israeli TV. He o
 onmajor LS. broadcasting networks and the BBC, and is a frequent guest on Al-Jazeera.

~mmﬁmﬂﬂymmﬂmcmmmnsmnasmﬂm
e 'tunngmtlemnuarmﬂmmfanmsﬂma;mwmnﬁmmmw_
-1: - Yale, Columbia, New York University, Oxford, and Cambridge, and at military

$or Israel, the United States and England " iy
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: Ranen Berprman - (ke i e ency el
an was born in 1972, and grew ap in Kiryat Bialik. His mother Was 2 e
| ﬂ.tﬁg?ﬂl‘.ﬂ]ﬁﬂ&lﬂrm children As# hoy, hewas o reporiel for a youth television show

the University of Haifa. and graduated cunt jaude from its law school He is o member of
studied history and mtamauc}i'_[hl refations at the University of Cambridge in the
awarded an M Phil degree in intermational Telations, and then-a PhDD for his

@Eﬂmﬁﬁ rber Foundation "Munich Young Leaders D
unich 46 Security Conference”

sture writer for Haaret: 1 =
e 1995 Bl Brith Worlds Center Award for Journalism and the 1996
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ABOUT DR. RONEN BERGMAN

WL HER herg mun. com

Dr. Ronen Rergman, an internationally recognized leading expert in his field. is a Senior Correspondent
for Military und Intelligence Affairs for Yedioth Ahronoth, Isracl’s largest circulated daily newspaper g
while also a contributing writer for the New York Times Magazine — writing extensively on Middle - =1l
Bastern pelitics and affairs. 5 f"
Fnﬂimhudm The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Foreign Affairs, Newsweek, Bloomberg, The o
: mwm mrsweguLqukﬁzmr Aligemeine Zeitung, and Gﬂ Magazing, Dr. Bergman is.
_Mwwwwmwgmdmhle networks. :hn BRC, m:'lAl— -



the diversion of Palestinian s 1eyEnUus L e porsitil
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experimsenty conducted on Lriell soldiers as pant of o ot LS-raek effort 1o develop:
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The Hungurian Dotagon 111
the first time—the excirement and the eagerness far action, for involve-
ment in 2 great operation. for eftecting @ maior strategic change are &vi-
derit in orie of the rwo voices: In the other the cunning and slickness
stand out, The conversation was berween mwo men from different sides
of the Mediterranean Sea. who fora petiod of dime had the world as their
plaveround. world leaders as their puppets. and one of the juiciest scan-
dals in recent American political history on their hands.

The first speaker, the one who wants to know if the athet realiv has
Laccess to “our stitcases’ und theirs, is Amiram Nir, the Israch prime min-
ister’s counterterror adviser and the initiator of the second and decisive

stage of the lran-contra affair The other man, whom Nir calls by the

nickname "Manoochy.” is Manucher Ghorbanifar, an Iranian arms

dealer and swindler whe bamboozled the United Stares and Israel, and








































124 THE SECRET WAR WITH IRAN

would be worth it for Shimon to write 2 letter to Reagan mentioning
participation in the meeting because he 1s worr ied that the CIA want: w0
exclude us from the picture and to ignore the presidents decision abows
our hostages.”

Suhst:quenrly Nir and Peres sat together and formulated 2 letrer from
the prime minister to Reagan, which read in part:

1 was very pleased to hear about the outcome of the meeting in Frankfurt
1 believe that if what was finalized at the meeting indeed takes place, both
our countries might be on the verge of 4 significant and strategic break-
through. . . . You will appreciate, I am sure, that we have several problems
Tegar nguurtwa soldiers, as well as those Jews who are in 2 similar sit-

mm Webﬁlwvt that during the next meeting, this subject should be on
the agenda, after your own expectations regarding your five men are ful-
- filled. I wish 1o express my greatest admiration for the courage and vision
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basis: “one of the issues that was decided upon at Frankfurr—the Iranian
undertaking to refrain from supporting international terrorism and aid
in reducing it—had already been finalized with Khomeini himself, who
would issue a fzrwa against terrorism and the kidnapping of hosrages.”
In mid-May, Ghorbanifar and Khashoggi deposited a total of $15 mil-
lion in the secret Swiss bank account, and Israel deposited $1.685 million
there to cover the sap berween what it was sending to Iran in the second
shipment and what it was receiving from the United States. The delivery
of weapons to lsrael began, under General Secord’s control N May
22-24, spare parts for the Hawk missilesand 504 TOW's were lown into
Israel, to replace those that had been sent to Iran. To the amazement of
IDF officers who checked the consignment. it turned out that not only
had Israel tned o suppl;r lran with faulty :qmpmmt, but th& ﬁm:ed.




126 THE SEGRET WAR WITH IRAN

. [the heads of the regime] sent three

& in lran dont have enough money o pay
[They want] to turn Lebanon
p 1o it but never

chings about his bosses: “They
lion dollars to Lebanon, and w
for our living and security requirements.
into an Islamic state, What nonsense! 1 tried to put 2 s20
succeeded.”
" Rohani went on: ‘1 don' feel comfortable this morning, after the
excremist speech that Imam Khomeini made yesterday. I think that it
was his roughest speech since he took power. He demanded that all the
peopie who do not take a tough line against the United Stares should be
broken and chopped into little pieces. Bur it's you the Americans who
mguﬂty You sit on the sidelines and see what'’s happening berween us
m&jmqi anéygud{]n’[ lift a ﬁnger o ht‘lp us. You won't get a_'n}rthl ng
out of Iran as long as there is no movement on your part and you don't
supply us with what we need.
we analyze Khomeini's character, we shall see that if someone
ces up to him, he takes a hundred paces back. Bur if he's strong
‘you are taking an incorrect position. YG_U have been oo

nd forem ost you must be tough against Khomeini. To

r, you would have been on top. You didn't show

i1
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Iran. The leaders of the Iranian regime angrily and immediately decided
1o break off the contacts,

Not only in the United States, but also in Israel, Nir was thrown to the
dogs as the “fall guy” in the scandal. Most of the Israeli media related to
him as an adventurer whe had dragged the governments of the United
States and Israel inte an international political imbroglic. One cartoon
showed Nir hovering in the sky, manipulating the strings of puppets rep-
resenting world leaders. Although Nir remained the counterterrorism
adviser to prime minister Yitzhak Shamir, who liad taken over from
Petes, he soon realized that he had been neurralized of his authority and
could no longer continue to absorb the criticism and attacks and
rﬁs;gncd. Until his death in the mysterious plane crash in 1988, he was
in a private business.

In 1987, there was a severe escalation in the friction berween Iran ﬂid
ti’wUmted Statc&, over the so-called Tanker War in the ?m-wm
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4-Oliver North, “Special Project Re: Iran," December 5, 1985.
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p. 314.

2 o

‘e-mail to Poindexter, May 6, 1986, cited in Repart of the Congressional Committees
gating the Iran-Contra Affair, p. 231.
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president, Vice President, Secretary Shults, DCT sw,'amamey
Reagan, Admiral Poindexter, and Al keel, i the Oval m I
Coritra Scandal. The Declacsified History, pp. 315-317,

8- Walsh report, p. 263,

9-"Message to Be Passed by Dunbar to Mehdi-Nejat," Decem
Departiment of State, "Unscheduled Meeting with Iranian |

lﬂ- Caspar Weinberger memorandum for the Acting Assistant to the President for I
Security Affairs, December 22, 1986; Richard Amittage memaramﬂumf{r spar
“Status of Discussions with Iran," December 22, 1986,

13- John Poindexter, *The Prudent Option in Tran,” Wal Street Journal,
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iran'in yeni Cumhurbaskani Hasan Ruhani
ile ilgili cok ¢arpici bir detay ortaya ciktl.
isrzil Ahrenet gazetesi, Ruhani'nin 1988
vilinda lsrail cizli servisinden bir ajania
gerceklestirdigi toplantinin detaviarini
vayiniadi.
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